Cameron Street on the Map.

Cameron Street is first shown on a plan drawn by Thomas Scott in 1821[DPIPWE L34]. It extends past
what is now Tamar Street to the Government Gardens, about half-way through City Park. For some years
settlement was largely confined to an area between Cameron Street and the North Esk. Allotments on
Scott’s plan are only shown on the northern, river-facing side. Just two other streets, Paterson and
Charles, are marked, making Cameron Street one of the first three streets in Launceston to be charted.

Governor Arthur arrived in Tasmania in 1824 and before the year was out he formalised the names of 14
streets in Launceston, including Cameron Street [Tasmanian and Port Dalrymple Advertiser, 26/1/1825, p.2].
It is thought the street was named in honour of Lt Colonel Charles Cameron (1779 — 1827) who was
Commandant in charge when the headquarters of the northern settlement was taken back from George
Town to Launceston in 1824. A just and humane administrator, Cameron has been called the second
father of Launceston. Charles Street is also thought to be named after him.

By the time Sharland drew his 1826 plan of Launceston, Cameron Street, now commencing at Tamar
Street, had assumed its present form [W S Sharland, Plan of Launceston and vicinity, August 5™ 1826].
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Further reading

James Boyce, 1835: the founding of Melbourne and the conquest of Australia, Black, Inc, Collingwood, Vic, 2011.

Helen Davies, For the record : James Bennell's buildings in early Launceston, Terrace Press, Launceston, 2006.

Friends of the Library, Launceston, The Tasmanian Exhibition, Launceston 1891-92, FOLL, 2013.

Jenny Gill, Holy Trinity Church, Launceston : a history from 1838, Holy Trinity Church, Launceston, 2010.

Anne Green, The cheerful noise of foundries : places of industry and transport in Launceston, LCC, 2010

Anne Green, The home of sports and manly exercise : places of leisure in Launceston, LCC, 2006.

Anne Green, A model municipality : places of management, mentoring & medicine in Launceston, LCC, 2007.

J B Hirst, “The Cornwall Hotel, Launceston’ Building a free Australia: places of democracy, ch. 2, p. 11-17, AHC, 2009.

Stefan Petrow, Going to the mechanics : a history of the Launceston Mechanics” Institute 1842-1914, Historical Survey of Northern
Tasmania, Launceston 1998.

John Reynolds, Launceston : history of an Australian city, Macmillan, Melbourne, 1969.

Launceston is Australia’s third oldest European settlement, established in 1806 after Sydney (1788) and Hobart
(1803). The city is renowned for its well preserved historic buildings. Cameron Street in particular is overflowing
with fine examples. A stroll down Cameron Street, from the Albert Hall in the east to the Queen Victoria Museum
and Art Gallery in the west, is a delightful introduction to Launceston’s unique architectural and social heritage.

Until the 1880s the Launceston streetscape was dominated by Georgian buildings. Then the city experienced a
period of great prosperity, arising largely from the success of mines on Tasmania’s west coast. New buildings
were erected and old structures given new fronts to such an extent that the city took on a Victorian flavour.
Inspired by Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887, the patriotic citizens of Launceston named the city’s two most
imposing buildings, both completed in 1891, after their revered monarch and her beloved consort Prince Albert.

Victoria and Albert were one of history’s most devoted couples. Their blissfully happy marriage produced nine
children. When Albert died in 1861 Victoria plunged into deep mourning, withdrew from society and wore black
for the remainder of her life. Surviving him by four decades, she had statues erected across Britain in his memory.
In Launceston a walk from the Albert Hall along Cameron Street to the Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery is
a fitting reminder of a great era in the city’s past, a great monarch, and a great romance.

N LAUNCESTON
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

This walk was developed by the Launceston Historical Society for National Trust
Heritage Month in May 2013.

A virtual tour with photographs can be seen on Historypin:
http://www.historypin.com/channels/view/22806038/

The Society holds regular meetings on the third Sunday of the month in February and
from April to November. New members are always welcome. Please see our website for
further details: www.launcestonhistory.org.au

For guided tours please contact Launceston Historic Walks ph 03 6331 2213
http://www.1842.com.au/launceston_historic_walks.html

[Images courtesy of the Launceston Local Studies Collection, Tasmanian Archive and Heritage Office, LPIC22.]

Albert Hall ¢.1898

Victoria Museum ¢.1898
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http://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/B/John%20Batman%20and%20John%20Pascoe%20Fawkner.htm



