
‘Our History’ stories published in The Sunday Examiner and online 

By Launceston Historical Society members 

No Date Page Author Title Topic 

1 3 Dec 2017 20 Angela Green Hobler’s legacy standing Hobler’s Bridge 

2 10 Dec 2017 40 Marion Sargent From Russia with debate Russian Gun in City Park 

3 17 Dec 2017 44 Angela Green From barracks to banking Commercial Bank of Tas 

4 24 Dec 2017 39 Denis Lake Tasmania’s chair of choice Peddle chairs 

5 31 Dec 2017 20 Angela Green A visionary entrepreneur Patrick Tynan 

6 7 Jan 2018 18 Marion Sargent A secret, suburban oasis Ashfield, St Leonards 

7 14 Jan 2018 19 Marion Sargent City’s lasting legal legacy Launceston Court House 

8 21 Jan 2018 17 Kelli Schultz A birthplace of innovation Lamont family & Braemar 

9 28 Jan 2018 16 Marion Sargent Sowing seeds of tradition Mellerstane / Barrington 

10 4 Feb 2018 20 Marion Sargent Baths made a big splash Victoria Baths 

11 11 Feb 2018 20 Jenny Gill Window on a sacred past Rare window at St John’s 

12 18 Feb 2018 20 Marion Sargent Tas caught cycling craze History of cycling 

13 25 Feb 2018 20 Kelli Schultz The soul of Abbott Street Chelsea Grove 

14 4 Mar 2018 20 Marion Sargent A festive Furneaux cruise Cruise of the Colliboi 

15 11 Mar 2018 20 John Dent The very best of brickish Paterson Barracks 

16 18 Mar 2018 20 Marion Sargent The royal crowning glory King Edward VII statue 

17 25 Mar 2018 20 Jenny Gill Man of industry and faith Cameron window, St John’s 

18 1 Apr 2018 38 Marion Sargent A contagious refinement Carr Villa estate 

19 8 Apr 2018 18 Marion Sargent A clean and modern burial Carr Villa Cemetery 

20 15 Apr 2018 16 Marion Sargent Kains launches into retail Kains Store hulk 

21 22 Apr 2018 16 Marion Sargent Tasmania again a prison Italian Prisoners of War 

22 29 Apr 2018 18 Marion Sargent The evolution of the local Salmon & Ball; River View 

23 6 May 2018 17 Jenny Gill A sacred supper of sorrow St John’s reredos mosaic 

24 13 May 2018 19 Kelli Schultz Spiritual heart now quiet Launceston Synagogue 

25 20 May 2018 17 Marion Sargent A forgotten resting place Jewish Cemetery 

26 27 May 2018 15 Jenny Gill Little shop of pure delight Old Umbrella Shop 

27 3 June 2018 12 Jenny Gill A designer to the divine Alexander North & churches 

28 10 Jun 2018 20 Marion Sargent City’s pathway to power Power Station Path 

29 17 Jun 2018 20 Marion Sargent Lithgow’s life was an opus Alex F Lithgow, musician 

30 24 Jun 2018 22 Marion Sargent History is alive and well LHS 30th year 

31 1 Jul 2018 20 Jenny Gill Faithful promise honoured Matthias Gaunt 

32 8 Jul 2018 20 Jenny Gill Girls in class of their own C of E Girls Grammar School 

33 15 Jul 2018 20 Marion Sargent Park’s mistaken identity Government Cottage 

34 22 Jul 2018 20 Jenny Gill An ecclesiastical eyesore North’s towers for St John’s 

35 29 Jul 2018 20 Marion Sargent Holy row over holy ground Scotch Cemetery 

36 5 Aug 2018 20 Jenny Gill Well-equipped for worship St John’s original items 

37 12 Aug 2018 20 Julian Burgess Golden age of the Gorge Gorge Gold Rush 

38 19 Aug 2018 20 Marion Sargent More history lies beneath Friends’ Cemetery 

39 26 Aug 2018 22 Rebecca Phillips World opens up for women 1975 Int. Women’s Year 

40 2 Sep 2018 16 Jenny Gill A unique tribute to heroes Scotch Chapel 

41 9 Sep 2018 20 Julian Burgess The time of his natural life Moses Phillips, watchmaker 

42 16 Sep 2018 38 Jenny Gill Holy heart of a community Franklin Village Chapel 

43 23 Sep 2018 20 Kelli Schultz A flood of local industries Distillery Creek 

44 30 Sep 2018 18 Marion Sargent Garden of living memory Elizabeth Gardens 

45 7 Oct 2018 18 Kelli Schultz Foundations of knowledge Mechanics’ Institute 

46 14 Oct 2018 16 Julian Burgess Those early golden years Examiner’s 50th jubilee 

47 21 Oct 2018 20 Julian Burgess Family sailed into history TC Archer & sailing 

48 28 Oct 2018 20 Jenny Gill A snapshot of the sacred St John’s before 1935 

49 4 Nov 2018 42 Susan Moore Park’s mystery bears fruit Napoleon pear tree 

50 11 Nov 2018 17 Jenny Gill Chapel’s unique memorial Grammar Memorial Chapel 



51 18 Nov 2018 20 Jenny Gill Place of love and devotion St Matthias Church 175 yrs 

52 25 Nov 2018 17 Kelli Schultz Vital stitch in city’s fabric St Ailbe’s Hall 

53 2 Dec 2018 17 Jill Cassidy An ebb and flow of history History of Deviot 

54 9 Dec 2018 20 Jenny Gill Piecing together the past Mosaic tiles 

55 16 Dec 2018 20 Catherine Pearce City’s own doyens of style McKinlay’s 

56 23 Dec 2018 18 Marion Sargent Regal centre of attention Prince’s Square 

57 30 Dec 2018 16 Jenny Gill St John’s east end view View from St John’s Church 

58 6 Jan 2019 18 Julian Burgess Foundations of Eskleigh Scone, Perth 

59 13 Jan 2019 20 Hugh Rickerby 
(History Prize) 

Absolute corker of a tale Cork tree at Sacred Heart 

60 20 Jan 2019 20 Kelli Schultz City had a heart of stone Cataract Quarry 

61 27 Jan 2019 20 Dianne Cassidy Resting place for pioneers Cypress Street Cemetery 

62 3 Feb 2019 16 Jenny Gill Suburb’s saintly mystery St Peter’s Church 

63 10 Feb 2019 12 Marion Sargent A commercial chemistry Hatton & Laws Pharmacy 

64 17 Feb 2019 14 Marion Sargent Saintly space resurrected St Paul’s Church 

65 24 Feb 2019 13 Gus Green Bridge spans the centuries South Esk Bridge 

66 3 Mar 2019 17 Terry Neal Park’s horticultural home Gardener’s Lodge, City Park 

67 10 Mar 2019 14 Marion Sargent Colony freed from cruelty Cessation of Transportation 

68 17 Mar 2019 12 Gus and Marion Investing in a city’s future Bank of Australasia 

69 24 Mar 2019 15 Kelli Schultz Baths project a marathon Windmill Hill pool 

70 31 Mar 2019 34 Prue McCausland Luttrell a real exhibitionist Alfred Luttrell, architect 

71 7 Apr 2019 34 Marion Sargent Flood of community spirit 1929 flood relief efforts 

72 14 Apr 2019 34 Julian Burgess Designs on value and style William Coogan furniture 

73 21 Apr 2019 32 Jill Cassidy Past worth talking about Oral History Tasmania 

74 28 Apr 2019 34 Marion Sargent Factories on the front line WW2 home front industries 

75 5 May 2019 34 Prue McCausland Gorgeous escape from city Denison Gorge 

76 12 May 2019 34 Gus Green City’s true price of power Robert Henry Price 

77 19 May 2019 34 Julian Burgess A tradition of reinvention Thomas Massey & CH Smith 

78 26 May 2019 36 Prue McCausland The temple of temperance Launceston’s Coffee Palaces 

79 2 Jun 2019 34 Jenny Gill Little part of city heritage Robert De Little 

80 9 Jun 2019 32 Julian Burgess Revelling in state of peace WWI peace celebrations 

81 16 Jun 2019 32 Jenny Gill Building a colony’s legacy John Lee Archer, architect 

82 23 Jun 2019 34 Marion Sargent A right royal connection King’s Bridge 

83 30 Jun 2019 34 Catherine Pearce Multipurpose monument Children’s Jubilee Fountain 

84 7 Jul 2019 32 Prue McCausland A city’s haunting heritage Ghost signs 

85 14 Jul 2019 34 Marion Sargent Our right royal celebration Royal visit 1927 

86 21 Jul 2019 32 Marion Sargent Gorge’s recreational edge Cliff Grounds tea rooms 

87 28 Jul 2019 34 Julian Burgess A scholar’s academic idyll Scotch College move in 1917 

88 4 Aug 2019 34 Dianne Cassidy City’s lawless slum of sin Alsatia 

89 11 Aug 2019 34 Catherine Pearce Justice Van Diemen style Launceston hangings 

90 18 Aug 2019 34 Marion Sargent A wilderness paradise lost Woodpecker: Cataract Gorge 

91 25 Aug 2019 36 Marion Sargent A growing sense of style Dutch garden, City Park 

92 1 Sep 2019 34 Jenny Gill & 
Marion Sargent 

Colony’s ladies of letters Mrs Allison’s schools 

93 8 Sep 2019 34 Julian Burgess Tassie’s textile champion David Bruce, draper 

94 15 Sep 2019 34 Julian Burgess New tyre venture falls flat Rapson Tyre Co. 

95 22 Sep 2019 34 Julian Burgess Pioneer’s drive to succeed Fred Paine, carriage builder 

96 29 Sep 2019 34 Julian Burgess A fusion of science and art QVMAG history 

97 6 Oct 2019 30 Mike McCausland Press freedoms under fire Freedom of the press in VDL 

98 13 Oct 2019 30 Mike McCausland Satire a weapon of choice The Cornwall Chronicle 

99 20 Oct 2019 32 Mike McCausland Colony’s moderating voice The Launceston Examiner 

100 27 Oct 2019 34 Prue McCausland Providing a fuller picture The Weekly Courier 

101 3 Nov 2019 34 Marion Sargent A delight for music lovers Cataract Gorge bandstands 

102 10 Nov 2019 34 Jenny Gill Life and times of Batten St Batten Street, Launceston 



103 17 Nov 2019 34 Tahlia Muller 
(History Prize) 

Hydro power to the people Duck Reach Power Station 

104 24 Nov 2019 32 Geoff McLean Icon’s cultural revolution Princess Theatre 

105 1 Dec 2019 34 Nigel Burch Tasmania’s favourite son Sir Richard Dry 

106 8 Dec 2019 36 Julian Burgess Store a touch of Tiffany’s F. & W. Stewart, jewellers 

107 15 Dec 2019 36 Nigel Burch Getting the state on track Railway history of Tas 

108 22 Dec 2019 26 Marion Sargent A Christmas retail rescue Christmas 1919 

109 29 Dec 2019 22 Nigel Burch The birth of Beaconsfield How Beaconsfield began 

110 5 Jan 2020 22 Nigel Burch A town of hopes long lost Lisle, the town that vanished 

111 12 Jan 2020 24 Nigel Burch Wonder of the wilderness Pipers River tramway 

112 19 Jan 2020 22 Nigel Burch Tasmania’s own iron age West Tamar iron industry 

113 26 Jan 2020 32 Nigel Burch State in league of its own Anti-Transportation League 

114 2 Feb 2020 24 Prue McCausland A very Dickensian deceit Pirated Pickwick Papers 

115 9 Feb 2020 24 Nigel Burch Asbestos industry of WWI Asbestos industry 

116 16 Feb 2020 22 Nigel Burch Rail arrives with a boom North-East railway 

117 23 Feb 2020 22 Julian Burgess Tassie aviation takes off Miss Flinders 

118 1 Mar 2020 20 Nigel Burch Nixon’s grand bucolic plan Christ’s College 

119 8 Mar 2020 22 Nigel Burch Exeter’s equine emperor William J Southerwood 

120 15 Mar 2020 19 Nigel Burch Paterson our most reluctant 
governor 

The Rum Rebellion and York 
Town 

121 22 Mar 2020 39 Marion Sargent Tyranny of distance no 
protection 

Influenza epidemic 1919 

122 29 Mar 2020 15 Jenny Gill Chronicler followed the family 
passion for Tasmania’s past 

Mary Whitfeld, historian 

123 5 Apr 2020 15 Nigel Burch Dilston’s ebb and flow – 
riverside idyll a developer’s 
delight 

History of Dilston 

124 12 Apr 2020 17 Marion Sargent Easter celebrations lifted state’s 
spirits after darkest of times 

Easter holidays in 1920 

125 19 Apr 2020 17 Nigel Burch Watts was a woman of the 
wilderness 

Our Pioneer women: Eliza 
Jane Watts 

126 26 Apr 2020 37 Julian Burgess Soft drink king shared sweet 
success 

Harry Abbott Scout Centre 

127 3 May 2020 45 Nigel Burch Twin coastal towns started out 
with a very clean slate 

Lulworth – Tam O’Shanter 

128 10 May 2020 17 Nigel Burch Uniting function and beauty 
forged a new industrial 
aesthetic 

Longford Railway Bridge 

129 17 May 2020 17 Jenny Gill The Holy Trinity was the answer 
to many parishioners’ prayers 

Old Holy Trinity Church 

130 24 May 2020 45 Marion Sargent Family home swamped by 
memories 

Mayhead family & 
“Athelney” 

131 31 May 2020 17 Marion Sargent Business kept city’s finger on 
the pulse 

AW Mayhead, bookseller & 
stationer 

132 7 Jun 2020 17 Catherine Pearce Launceston’s insidious foe: 
typhoid 

Typhoid in Launceston 

133 14 Jun 2020 40 Nigel Burch Hagley: that little farm school 
that could 

Hagley Farm School 

134 21 Jun 2020 36 Julian Burgess Art deco architecture at its 
finest 

Holyman House 

135 28 Jun 2020 37 Nigel Burch Our Launceston man in London  Our man in London: 
Tasmanian Agent-Generals 

136 5 Jul 2020 19 Kelli Schultz Residents readily paid a pretty 
penny for literary pursuits 

Subscription libraries 



137 12 Jul 2020 17 Marion Sargent Echoes of the future – dealing 
with another deadly outbreak 

Smallpox in Launceston 

138 19 Jul 2020 21 Inner Wheel Club Club’s foundation was 
friendship and community 
service 

History of the Inner Wheel 
Club of Launceston 

139 26 Jul 2020 17 Nigel Burch Pioneer set standard at 
Beaconsfield 

Joseph Davies & the 
Beaconsfield Mine 

140 2 Aug 2020 17 Nigel Burch Road to enlightenment led to 
Rowella 

Frank Lee Woodward 

141 9 Aug 2020 21 Nigel Burch Sea Captain’s dream of 
scholastic success failed to stay 
afloat 

Horton College, Ross 

142 16 Aug 2020 17 Nigel Burch Launceston students had their 
very own fantastic Miss Fox 

Mary Fox & MLC 

143 23 Aug 2020 23 Marion Sargent An art deco delight was a 
luxurious hub of modern cinema 

Plaza Theatre 

144 30 Aug 2020 23 Nigel Burch Town was victim of genuine 
gold digger 

Mark Lewis Henn 

145 6 Sep 2020 17 Catherine Pearce People power made cradle of 
wilderness true global treasure 

Cradle Mt Reserve meeting 

146 13 Sep 2020 21 Rod Oliver Behind the lens … the 
adventures of a city’s intrepid 
shutterbugs 

Northern Tasmanian 
Camera Club 

147 20 Sep 2020 41 Nigel Burch Colourful company painted the 
state red … yellow … green 

Turpentine Paints & Alonza 
Flounders 

148 27 Sep 2020 42 Nigel Burch Green a man of unparalleled 
principles 

Richard Green 

149 4 Oct 2020 17 Nigel Burch Lilydale’s rise a study in 
persistence and community 
spirit 

The lure of Lilydale 

150 11 Oct 2020 17 Nigel Burch Indomitable Mary Cox took the 
reins 

Mary Ann Cox 

151 18 Oct 2020 21 Rod Oliver Club still committed to the 
community 

Rotary Club of Launceston  

152 25 Oct 2020 21 Marion Sargent Helen Reddy’s Tasmanian 
connections 

Max and Helen Reddy 

153 1 Nov 2020 51 Nigel Burch Furore at Frankford divided the 
town 

Feud at Frankford 

154 8 Nov 2020 21 Nigel Burch Fraud and theft at heart of a 
sacred scandal in gold town 

Brawl at Beaconsfield 

155 15 Nov 2020 29 Jenny Gill Dry answered the Tasmanian 
calling 

Rev. William Dry 

156 22 Oct 2020 21 Nigel Burch Gems bedazzled London’s legal 
eagles 

Killiecrankie’s day in court 

157 29 Nov 2020 27 Kelli Schultz Union at forefront in fight for 
political rights of women 

WCTU & women’s suffrage 

158 6 Dec 2020 21 Nigel Burch Australia’s aviation future made 
a real splash in Tasmania 

Fairey seaplanes at Beauty 
Point 

159 13 Dec 2020 21 Dianne Cassidy Sex scandal, claims of coercion 
sullied the city’s reputation 

An infamous business 

160 20 Dec 2020 49 Nigel Burch Gatty Campbell Town’s first 
high-flyer 

Harold Gatty, aviator 

161 27 Dec 2020 35 Nigel Burch Disaster turned the tide on big 
East Coast mining dreams 

Seymour Coal Co. 

162 3 Jan 2021 37 Dianne Cassidy Preacher’s protest wins a moral 
victory 

Henry Varley, evangelist 



163 10 Jan 2021 18 Nigel Burch State in frenzy with a rush of 
gold fever 

Gold Reward Commission 

164 17 Jan 2021 17 Nigel Burch Hidden hazard of Hebe Reef 
claims its share of catastrophes 

Hebe Reef 

165 24 Jan 2021 21 Catherine Pearce  Chequered past for the voice of 
the city 

Chequers, Town Crier 

166 31 Jan 2021 17 Rod Oliver Smithies was a Tasmanian 
trailblazer 

Fred Smithies 

167 7 Feb 2021 17 Dianne Cassidy Raising a brood of children 
common form of exploitation 

Baby farm scandal 

168 14 Feb 2021 17 Nigel Burch Dredging up ill-fated history of 
Tamar’s trusty Ponrabbel II 

Ponrabbel dredge 

169 21 Feb 2021 23 Nigel Burch Slate caused the rise and fall of 
Bangor 

A saga of slate at Bangor 

170 28 Feb 2021 23 Rod Oliver Swapping prison for 
photography 

William Cawston, 
photographer 

171 7 Mar 2021 21 Kelli Schultz Haven for state’s vulnerable 
youngsters 

Glenara, Northern Tasmanian 
Home for Boys 

172 14 Mar 2021 21 Dianne Cassidy Was double death a case of 
lethal love? 

Bestwick arsenic poisoning 

173 21 Mar 2021 21 Rod Oliver Train spotting made child’s play 
with help from Rotary club 

Trains in City Park 

174 28 Mar 2021 21 Nigel Burch Crookes a politician and a 
gentleman 

The worthy John Crookes 

175 4 Apr 2021 21 Nigel Burch Tamar a likely prospect for 
Humphrey 

AWH Humphrey, 1804 

176 11 Apr 2021 21 Julian Burgess Iconic stack a fitting tribute to a 
giant of state’s wool industry 

Leslie William Smith 

177 18 Apr 2021 23 Nigel Burch The rise of the professional 
politician 

Payment of politicians 

178 25 Apr 2021 25 Marion Sargent Community rallied to help 
create local haven for war 
heroes 

Anzac Memorial Hostel 

179 2 May 2021 21 Nigel Burch Week a long time in Tasmanian 
politics 

Tasmania’s first Labour Party 

180 9 May 2021 21 Julian Burgess Wellington Square State 
School’s 120 years of service 
ends 

Wellington Square State School 

181 16 May 2021 40 Marion Sargent How lighting up the Albert Hall 
energised Launcestonians 

Lighting the Albert Hall 

182 23 May 2021 21 Nigel Burch From fraught early forays, 
benefits of hydro finally flowed 

How the Hydro began 

183 30 May 2021 19 Nigel Burch State built on a rock-solid 
foundation 

The quest for lime 

184 6 Jun 2021 17 Julian Burgess How a flying Fysh got iconic 
kangaroo up off the ground 

Hudson Fysh & Qantas 

185 13 Jun 2021 21 Prue McCausland Female citizen scientists blazed 
a trail 

Seaweed collectors of George 
Town 

186 20 Jun 2021 21 Marion Sargent Healthcare for city’s women 
delivers after a very difficult 
birth 

Beginnings of the QVH 

187 27 Jun 2021 17 Nigel Burch Remembering Longford’s lost 
leader 

Premier Albert E Solomon 

188 4 Jul 2021 21 Jenny Gill Homestead enjoyed learned 
reputation 

Sidbury Farm 



189 11 Jul 2021 23 Rod Oliver Life in the slow lane: A caravan 
adventure to St Helens and back 

Voyage in a Caravan 

190 18 Jul 2021 21 Nigel Burch Walter a builder of 
Beaconsfield’s future 

George Walter, builder of 
Beaconsfield 

191 25 Jul 2021 23 Julian Burgess An inaugural trip offered 
snapshot of Australia’s defences 

Flight of the Seagull 

192 1 Aug 2021 21 Nigel Burch Tasmanian women tackled 
opposition to blaze a hockey 
trail 

The ancient art of Hockey 

193 8 Aug 2021 21 Nigel Burch Tasmania takes a rare alloy from 
trash to global treasure 

Osmiridium – the gold they 
threw away 

194 15 Aug 2021 21 Paul Richards Delicate balance is a vital 
element of Tasmanians’ health 

Iodine deficiency in Tasmania 

195 22 Aug 2021 44 Nigel Burch Young soprano was the lark of 
Lebrina 

Lucy Atkins – the Lebrina Lark 

196 29 Aug 2021 23 Julian Burgess Solutions for familiar foe which 
plagued a colony’s ‘highway’ 

Tamar silt 

197 5 Sep 2021 19 Nigel Burch O’Keefe a politician with a heart 
of gold 

The unexpected demise of 
Michael O’Keefe 

198 12 Sep 2021 21 Nigel Burch Cooperative brewed successful 
union 

The Union Brewery in York 
Street, Launceston 

199 19 Sep 2021 27 Nigel Burch Premier was his own political 
nemesis 

Sir Walter Lee 

200 26 Sep 2021 33 Marion Sargent Public baths flooded with 
problems from the very 
beginning 

Launceston Corporation Baths 

201 3 Oct 2021 27 Mike McCausland Last word in modern service had 
a solid literary foundation 

Changing of the guard: From 
the Mechanics to the NRL 

202 10 Oct 2021 43 Mike McCausland Innovation hallmark of 
leadership in Phil Leonard’s 
library 

Early days of the Northern 
Regional Library & Phil Leonard 

203 17 Oct 2021 29 Mike McCausland How library books travelled to 
remote readers in the north 

The NRL into the 21st century 

204 24 Oct 2021 29 Nigel Burch Passionate fight for women’s 
suffrage 

Tasmanian women’s suffrage 

205 31 Oct 2021 31 Nigel Burch A century on and the mystery of 
Arthur Payne continues 

The mystery of Golden Valley 

206 7 Nov 2021 39 Julian Burgess How West influenced the 
hearts, minds and souls of a city 

Milton Hall & Rev. John West 

207 14 Nov 2021  Nigel Burch Bruno was the lord of Tamar 
Island for 20 years – no bull 

Bruno – The Lord of Tamar 
Island 

208 21 Nov 2021 29 Nigel Burch New hospital offered 
Launceston children state-of-
the-art care 

Launceston Children’s Hospital 

209 28 Nov 2021 27 Prue McCausland An extraordinary exhibition 
really put Tasmania on show 

Opening of the Tasmanian 
Exhibition 1891-92 

210 5 Dec 2021 33 Prue McCausland Roll up, roll up to celebrate 
Tasmania’s glory and grandeur 

Visiting the Tasmanian 
Exhibition 

211 12 Dec 2021 35 Rod Oliver Australian post was up, up and 
away with Kingsford Smith 

First airmail service 

212 19 Dec 2021 39 Nigel Burch Residents not keen to go with 
North Esk flow at St Leonards 

Clark’s Ford, St Leonards 

213 2 Jan 2022 39 Nigel Burch Political potential tragically 
unrealised 

Margaret McIntyre 

214 9 Jan 2022 27 Nigel Burch Tasmanian officer Churchill’s 
choice 

Churchill’s choice: Tom Davies 
DSO MC 



215 16 Jan 2022 29 Nigel Burch New mill pumped lifeblood to 
residents after a transplant 

Old Cataract Mill 

216 23 Jan 2022 27 Nigel Burch Visitors got in touch with inner 
Dolittle at popular animal park 

Punchbowl Zoo 

217 30 Jan 2022 29 Marion Sargent Tip blaze sparked an inferno 
that turned livelihoods to ashes 

Newstead Fire 1961 

218 6 Feb 2022 33 Nigel Burch Corra Linn scene of colonial 
crime to swindle ex-soldier 

A crime at Corra Linn 

219 13 Feb 2022 31 Rod Oliver Launceston surgeon a cut above 
in service to the community 

Sir John Ramsay: Not just a 
surgeon 

220 20 Feb 2022 31 Nigel Burch Music store struck the right 
chord in radio revolution 

Radio 7LA 

221 27 Feb 2022 33 Julian Burgess Ex-convict turns a seven-year 
sentence into seaport success 

Jonathan Griffiths 

222 6 Mar 2022 43 Nigel Burch Family harmony secret to 
talented trio 

The Singing Kettles: To the 
memory of Max 

223 13 Mar 2022 43 Richard Mack Healing hands touched so many 
lives 

Margaret Mack: Intrepid 
physio 

224 20 Mar 2022 31 Members of 
Tatlers 

In their own words – a safe 
creative space for female 
authors 

Tatlers Women Writers of 
Northern Tasmania 60 year 
anniversary 

225 27 Mar 2022 31 Rod Oliver Tasmania’s unsung hero of 
aviation was one out of the box 

David Warren and the black 
box 

226 3 Apr 2022 31 Nigel Burch Healthy respect for state’s law 
and order 

William Murnane, Policeman 
and Sanitary Inspector 

227 10 Apr 2022 29 Nigel Burch Early find ignited a burning 
desire for fossil fuel exploration 

The flammable rocks of 
Latrobe 

228 17 Apr 2022 31 Julian Burgess A century on crash is still 
Tamar’s worst marine accident 

Togo and Alice collision 

229 24 Apr 2022 29 Nigel Burch Local hero honoured three 
times over for his amazing 
bravery 

Our forgotten hero: Leslie 
Dadson MC and Two Bars 

230 1 May 2022 31 Nigel Burch A high-flying notion helped put 
our city on the aviation map 

How Launceston Airport began 

231 8 May 2022 27 Nigel Burch A dam fine project helped 
progress flow for Tasmania’s 
north 

Our Trevallyn Dam 

232 15 May 2022 29 Nigel Burch No one knows why the Hobart 
Express went off the rails 

The crash of the Hobart 
Express at Campania 

233 22 May 2022 31 Nigel Burch TNT9 helped north of state find 
its voice… and it was loud 

Launceston television turns 60 

234 29 May 2022 33 Nigel Burch Many tested their mettle 
prospecting for Tasmania’s tin 

Royal George Tin Mine 

235 5 Jun 2022 31 Marion Sargent Prestigious address a boulevard 
of great Australian dream 

College Street, Newstead 

236 12 Jun 2022 31 Marion Sargent Countless newborns given warm 
welcome by dedicated nurse 

St Ives Maternity Hospital 

237 19 Jun 2022 29 Mike McCausland A friendly labour of literary love 
that spans three decades 

Friends for 30 years (FoLL) 

238 26 Jun 2022 47 Julian Burgess The auxiliary steam plant to the 
rescue during dry times 

Auxiliary Steam Plant 

239 3 Jul 2022 29 Nigel Burch Uncovering the rich history of 
Tasmania’s forgotten goldfield 

Industry Road gold 

240 10 Jul 2022 31 Nigel Burch George Jackson: tireless 
visionary of motoring world 

Jackson’s Garage 



241 17 Jul 2022 31 Nigel Burch Tamar Cut was a bold bid to 
keep city’s river running free 

Tamar Cut 

242 24 Jul 2022 29 Marion Sargent Colonial arrival puts down roots 
to run riot in landscape 

Rice grass in the Tamar 

243 31 Jul 2022 29 Julian Burgess Thrilling history of the dark days 
in colonial Tasmania 

The story of the notorious 
convict Mark Jeffrey 

244 7 Aug 2022 31 Nigel Burch ‘Deviot angel’ brings hope to 
desperate in war-ravaged 
Europe 

The Deviot Angel: Gwen 
Hesketh 

245 14 Aug 2022 29 Nigel Burch Ring road missing link in Pak-
Poy’s engineering legacy 

Launceston’s ring road 

246 21 Aug 2022 31 Nigel Burch Frank Kerrison: Tasmanian 
soldier’s date with destiny 

Fate and Frank Kerrison 

247 28 Aug 2022 33 Nigel Burch Low Head foghorn installed 
after long and loud campaign 

Low Head foghorn 

248 4 Sep 2022 29 Julian Burgess Invalid Depot a home for 
society’s less fortunate 

Launceston Invalid Depot 

249 11 Sep 2022 29 Nigel Burch Early Tasmanian heroes show 
the way 

WM Hardy: Surveyor 

250 18 Sep 2022 27 Nigel Burch Shipworm brings ill-fated 
Scamander bridge to its knees 

The collapse of the Scamander 
Bridge 

251 25 Sep 2022 31 Dianne Cassidy When this you see, remember 
me: a convict’s love record 

William Vale’s love token 

252 2 Oct 2022 43 Nigel Burch Cornwall coal mine: delivering 
since 1886 and still operating 

Cornwall coal 

253 9 Oct 2022 27 Julian Burgess When Waddamana power came 
to aid of burgeoning city 

When Waddamana power 
came to town 

254 16 Oct 2022 27 Nigel Burch The Launceston Primitives 
spreading the revivalist word 

The Launceston Primitives 

255 23 Oct 2022 29 Julian Burgess Cataract Hill has first electric 
home 

Launceston’s first electric 
house 

256 30 Oct 2022 31 Peter Richardson The surprising legacy of a 
second-rate 19th-century 
postmaster 

St John Browne & the Penny 
Cyclopaedia 

257 6 Nov 2022 31 Nigel Burch Launcestonians ‘with time to 
talk’ take to the telephone 

Launceston takes to the 
Telephone 

258 13 Nov 2022 27 Julian Burgess Tracing the history of John 
Ford’s hovercraft 

John Ford’s hovercraft 

259 20 Nov 2022 29 Nigel Burch Celebrating our first Miss 
Australia: Phyllis Von Alwyn 

Our many Miss Australias 

260 27 Nov 2022 33 Marion Sargent Bandstands reveal city’s passion 
for musical diversions 

City Park bandstands 

261 4 Dec 2022 31 Nigel Burch Bradman, Grace, history made 
in 200 years at NTCA oval 

Launceston Cricket Ground 

262 11 Dec 2022 31 Julian Burgess The rise and fall of textile 
powerhouse Kelsall and Kemp 

Kelsall & Kemp 

263 18 Dec 2022 33 Nigel Burch Spanning the mighty Tamar no 
easy task for bridge team 

Batman Bridge: Spanning the 
mighty Tamar 

264 1 Jan 2023 25 Nigel Burch SS Coogee’s tale of woe: from 
Brit witch to divers’ paradise 

Our SS Coogee 

265 8 Jan 2023 29 Nigel Burch The unlucky life of Tasmanian 
mining pioneer Alick Loane 

The unlucky life of Alick Loane 

266 15 Jan 2023 27 Guy Hensley State’s women spread their 
wings to help war effort at 
home 

Women’s Air Training Corp in 
Launceston 



267 22 Jan 2023 31 Nigel Burch Multiple tributes to one of 
state’s great mineral trailblazers 

Frank Long 

268 29 Jan 2023 29 Nigel Burch How state became a world 
leader in poppy production 

Tasmanian poppy industry 

269 5 Feb 2023 31 Julian Burgess Patons and Baldwins’ mills a 
boon for city’s 1923 wool sales 

New mills benefit Launceston’s 
1923 wool sales 

270 12 Feb 2023 29 Nigel Burch Marching girls the epitome of 
precision, pomp and pageantry 

Our marching girls 

271 19 Feb 2023 31 Nigel Burch The day Launceston booed a 
queasy Nellie Melba 

The day we booed Nellie Melba 

272 26 Feb 2023 31 Nigel Burch Peters Ice Cream factory 
expansion a boon for our city 

The old Peters’ Ice Cream 
Factory 

273 5 Mar 2023 29 Geoffrey Harris Motorsport right at home 
among the north’s homesteads 

Longford Motorama 

274 12 Mar 2023 31 Nigel Burch Fearless aeronaut delivers 
spectacle of state’s first flight 

First flight in City Park 

275 19 Mar 2023 31 Julian Burgess Scottish spinners get the ball 
rolling in new Launceston mill 

Patons & Baldwins: Skilled mill 
workers arrive from the UK 

276 26 Mar 2023 27 Nigel Burch Super-sized Santa had a special 
place in young hearts 

Father Christmas in Launceston 

277 2 Apr 2023 47 Dianne Cassidy Re-emergence of colourful 
convict after 137 years 

The “re-emergence” of John 
McStay after 137 years 

278 9 Apr 2023 35 Nigel Burch The March King’s ‘magnificent’ 
 visit 

John Phillip De Sousa: The 
March King visits 

279 16 Apr 2023 29 Nigel Burch The debacle of the Dalmayne 
Colliery 

The debacle of the Dalmayne 
Colliery 

280 23 Apr 2023 29 Marion Sargent The Riva monument: A 
memorial to an only beloved 
son 

The Riva monument: Jack 
Eugene Riva 

281 30 Apr 2023 29 Nigel Burch Beaconsfield’s Black Bob: a story 
of heroism, heartbreak 

The heroism and heartbreak of 
Beaconsfield’s Black Bob 

282 7 May 2023 31 Nigel Burch Shegog found success on 
national stage 

Kevin Shegog 

283 14 May 2023 27 Nigel Burch (100) Bromby didn’t stand a chance 
against a master of rhetoric 

The Bromby-Coote Battle of 
1879 

284 21 May 2023 27 Marion Sargent Photographer Grattan made his 
mark in Launceston 

Henry W Grattan, 
photographer 

285 28 May 2023 19 Nigel Burch Newspaper rivalry kickstarts 
Tassie’s Tour de France 

The Examiner Tour of the 
North 

286 4 Jun 2023 33 Nigel Burch The changing face of our oldest 
surviving hotel 

The changing face of the 
Launceston Hotel 

287 11 Jun 2023 23 Nigel Burch How no-nonsense Annie 
established hotel, gifted cup 

Our “No-Nonsense” Annie 
Huston 

288 18 Jun 2023 25 Julian Burgess Simply the best: when Tina 
turned up in Launceston 

Ike & Tina Turner 

289 25 Jun 2023 37 Nigel Burch Manufacturing business lasts 
the test of time 

Peter’s Foundry 

290 2 Jul 2023 25 Nigel Burch Remembering the belltowers of 
Launceston 

The Brisbane Street firebell 
tower 

291 9 Jul 2023 23 Julian Burgess Waverley Woollen Mills marks 
150th anniversary 

Waverley Woollen Mills 150th 

292 16 Jul 2023 23 Marion Sargent Northern pioneers spearhead 
rise of women’s cricket 

Ladies’ Crescent Cricket Club 

293 23 Jul 2023 23 Nigel Burch Labor Lance one of Launceston’s 
finest politicians 

Lance Barnard was his father’s 
son 



294 30 Jul 2023 23 Nigel Burch This CBD corner was Mrs 
Crosby’s Jubilee Bakery 

Mrs Crosby’s Jubilee Bakery 

295 6 Aug 2023 18 Nigel Burch Longford power took more than 
a flick of the switch 

The tortuous process of 
powering Longford 

296 13 Aug 2023 28 Prue McCausland Presumed curable: The sad story 
of Theodora Weston 

Theodora Weston 

297 20 Aug 2023 23 Nigel Burch How soapmaker genius saved 
local manufacturing 

R Miller & Co. 

298 27 Aug 2023 23 Julian Burgess The mysterious memorial to 
William Collins 

The mysterious memorial to 
William Collins 

299 3 Sep 2023 27 Nigel Burch The road to forming our first 
ambulance service 

The first Launceston 
ambulances 

300 10 Sep 2023 22 Nigel Burch The century-old story of Barratts 
Music stores 

The story of Barratt’s Music 

301 17 Sep 2023 23 Nigel Burch How Barratts founder’s son gave 
his life for Christ 

David Barratt: The Devonport 
Martyr 

302 24 Sep 2023 23 Marion Sargent Spotlight shines on Launceston 
architect’s legacy 

Shining a spotlight on J Martyn 
Haenke’s architectural legacy 

303 1 Oct 2023 39 Nigel Burch How two Johns established the 
Tamar Brewery 

Tamar Brewery 

304 8 Oct 2023 31 Julian Burgess The strange story of 
Launceston’s first ever mayor 

Launceston’s first council and 
mayor 

305 15 Oct 2023 27 Marion Sargent Lookout a white elephant or 
best view in the city? 

Talbot Road Lookout 

306 22 Oct 2023 23 Nigel Burch The history of Launceston’s 
Tamar St bridge 

Tamar Street bridge 

307 29 Oct 2023 23 Julian Burgess Launceston’s role in making the 
first Holden car 

Tool Annex & Holden cars 

308 5 Nov 2023 23 Julian Burgess Frederick Street Infant School’s 
history unpacked 

Frederick Street Kindergarten 

309 12 Nov 2023 23 Nigel Burch When the famous Lork 
Kitchener visited Tasmania 

Lord Kitchener in Tasmania 

310 19 Nov 2023 35 Nigel Burch When Launceston experimented 
with steam buses 

Clarkson Steam Bus 

311 26 Nov 2023 23 Marion Sargent Mystery remains over man 
behind Gorge structures 

Charles St John David, City 
Engineer & Surveyor 

312 3 Dec 2023 39 Nigel Burch Launceston’s tramway network 
didn’t come easy 

Our tramway service 

313 10 Dec 2023 27 Nigel Burch Controversy and name changes 
at Charles St bridge 

Charles St Bridge 

314 17 Dec 2023 23 Nigel Burch How Mowbray racecourse 
served as a hospital 

Mowbray Smallpox Hospital 

315 24 Dec 2023 13 Nigel Burch Bridging the state’s North-South 
divide 

Perth Bridge 

316 31 Dec 2023 19 Julian Burgess The founding of the Launceston 
Bicycle Club 

Launceston Bicycle Club 

317 7 Jan 2024 23 Nigel Burch An iso hospital gave Quarantine 
Road its name 

Verulam Isolation Hospital 

318 14 Jan 2024 23 Julian Burgess 130 years ago, Launceston gave 
coal gas the flick 

Launceston Gas Company 

319 21 Jan 2024 23 Marion Sargent Swamped by the mud: the 
Tamar’s never-ending saga 

Tamar Estuary mud 

320 28 Jan 2024 23 Nigel Burch Mud flats ‘natural state’ of 
Tamar’s upper reaches 

More on mud 

321 4 Feb 2024 18 Julian Burgess Launceston racquet ‘first choice’ Alexander Patent Racket 
Company Factory 



322 11 Feb 2024 23 Julian Burgess When Launceston became 
Tassie’s Northern Capital 

Governor Arthur’s visit to 
Launceston in 1824 

323 18 Feb 2024 23 Julian Burgess John Fawkner and Launceston’s 
Cornwall Hotel 

John Fawkner & the Cornwall 
Hotel 

324 25 Feb 2024 25 Marion Sargent Seasons in sun: fond memories 
of Royal Park beach 

Royal Park Beach 

325 3 Mar 2024 23 Kelli Schultz Ruins remain: Perth’s 
connection to historic silos 

Scone Mills 

326 10 Mar 2024 27 Nigel Burch The Sunpolishers Club: when 
radio topped the charts 

Sunpolishers Club 

327 17 Mar 2024 23 Marion Sargent The saga of the Post Office 
tower, clock and chimes 

Launceston Post Office tower 
and clock saga. Part 1 

328 24 Mar 2024 23 Marion Sargent The Launceston Post Office 
tower saga: Part II 

Launceston Post Office tower, 
clock and chimes saga. Part 2 

329 31 Mar 2024 31 Nigel Burch Why this Charles Street building 
is mostly missing 

Coach & Horses Hotel / 
National Hotel 

330 7 Apr 2024 27 Nigel Burch Peaceful locale belies mill’s 
turbulent past 

Supply River Mill 

331 14 Apr 2024 27 Marion Sargent Remembering the Norwood 
Avenue Tea House 

Norwood Avenue Tea House 

332 21 Apr 2024 23 Julian Burgess Reverend’s run-in with 
troublesome ship captain 

Marco Polo & Rev WH Browne 

333 28 Apr 2024 23 Julian Burgess Sister Charlotte’s special place 
in church history 

Charlotte Shoobridge: 
Tasmania’s first Deaconess 

334 26 May 2024 18 Julian Burgess The founder of Harley-Davidson in 
Launceston 

The founder of Harley-
Davidson in Launceston 

335 30 Jun 2024 24 Julian Burgess The 1880s school that helped 
form Scotch Oakburn 

Methodist Ladies College 

336 28 Jul 2024 23 Marion Sargent Tassie rowing eight’s glorious 
homecoming 

Tasmanian rowing eight 
homecoming in 1906 

337 25 Aug 2024 20 Julian Burgess Industrial heritage fades as 
fabric factory torn down 

James Nelson: Launceston’s 
disappearing industrial 
heritage 

338 29 Sep 2024 23 Julian Burgess Before the Spirit ships, 
Tasmania had the Princess 

It’s 65 years since “the Pot” 
sailed in! 

339 27 Oct 2024 30 Geoffrey Harris Tassie’s first Lion king paved the 
way for Fagan 

Vic Belcher, the Lion king 
before Fagan 

340 1 Dec 2024 16 Catherine Pearce Journalist sister of famous 
ANZAC leaves a legacy 

Estelle Campbell: the job she 
chose 

341 28 Dec 2024 6 Prue McCausland John Glover’s gold medal in 
museum mystery 

The theft of the Glover Medal 

 

 


